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Butter didn’t always come in paper wrapped quarters in a cardboard box, visitors to the Hobart 
Museum may see. When housewives made their own, skimming the top cream from the fresh cow’s 
milk, they had to agitate it to precipitatethebutter. After working all the whey out in large wooden 
bowls, they lightly salted the bright yellow remains (color depending on the kinds of grass the cows 
had eaten). Some used wooden molds with their own individual decorations to fashion blocks of sweet 
cream butter after their churning efforts. On display at the Hobart Historical Museum are 
threetypes of churns:. the crock, with a wooden dasher, a rocking churn, and a 1916 glass geared 
paddle churn. Also shown is a large paddle and bowl for working out the whey. GAZETTE PHOTO 


